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A warm welcome to the Twisted
newspaper, as always, we’re
here to bring you something
anti-ordinary. Whether you’re
reading a printed or digital
version, we’re glad a copy
has reached you. Enjoy.

®

I

t’s a very busy time of year for us just now, we’re working our
way through the final few remaining Defender® that we have
in stock and we’re just about at the end of our Series 1 Classic,
of which there has been 20 exclusive builds. There are quite a
few Classics on the road now, although not so many that anyone
would ever notice, which is always very, very important. We’re
working hard to keep Defender fresh but also, probably now
more importantly than ever, to maintain its integrity. It’s too
easy to ruin what became, in 2016, an instant classic, so we’re
working tirelessly to maintain that shape and function, but add
the anti-ordinary Twisted edge too.
We’re still thoroughly enjoying it and with more staff, more
customers, and more countries that vehicles are being shipped
to, things just keep on getting better. In this first newspaper
from us here at Twisted, you will come across an article from
our brand ambassador, Sean Conway, there’s an interview with
one of the members of our great team and lots of other insights
too.
Thank you for reading, please don’t hesitate to get in touch
should you have any questions. Our doors are always open,
if you’re ever in Yorkshire do call in for a brew.

Charles Fawcett
Twisted Founder
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DAY 1
18.00:
Depart Thirsk, Yorkshire
23.30:
Arrive in Dover

DAY 2
05.00:
Board ferry from Dover to Dunkirk

The journey
of a lifetime!

09.00 (French Time):
Arrive in Dunkirk
Dunkirk, France
Brussels, Belgium
Eindhoven, Holland
14.00:
Gelsenkirchen, Germany: stop for lunch
Hamburg, Germany
21.30:
Puttgarden, Germany: board ferry to Denmark
22.45:
Arrive in Denmark
00.45:
Arrive in Copenhagen: stay the night at Hotel Skt. Petri

DAY 3
Start of Atlantic Road Trip
Copenhagen, Denmark
Malmo, Sweden
Gothenburg, Sweden
Moss, Norway: board ferry to Horten, Norway
Arrive in Horten
Larvik, Norway: stay the night at Farris Bad hotel
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DAY 1

ack in August Twisted Automotive’s
marketing co-ordinator, James Ayre was
invited to take part in the North Atlantic
Road Trip, a seven-day drive starting at
Twisted HQ in Yorkshire. The official
route was Copenhagen, Denmark, through
to Stockholm in Sweden, taking in some
incredible scenery along the way.

“On my way to the start line, I drove from Thirsk, where we are based, down to Dover, where I spent the evening before
catching an early morning ferry to Dunkirk.

We caught up with James upon his return to
the office to gain an insight into what he got
up to behind the wheel of the new Classic
Twisted build no. 6, a black 110 Utility.

“From there I took the 50-minute ferry from Puttgarden, Germany, into Denmark, crossing the Baltic Sea which for a first timer,
was pretty impressive. Once docked, it was a one and a half hour scenic drive to Copenhagen, where others taking part in the
trip were awaiting.”

“Firstly, the guys at Team 68, who organised
the trip, did an amazing job! Everything ran
smoothly and I think I speak on behalf of all
involved in saying the trip was an unbelievable
experience. Team 68 are a group who have
previously entered numerous Gumball rallies,
and it was that event which provided the
inspiration behind the Atlantic Road Trip.
“From a Twisted point of view, it really was
a privilege to get the opportunity to join the
group, in what was an absolutely incredible
seven-day trip! Twisted were invited to not
only supply a people carrying vehicle but also
to offer something different to every super car
under the sun.

“ The Øresund
motorvejen
bridge...a serious
road to drive!”

DAY 2
“From Dunkirk, I ventured through France, Belgium, cut through southern Holland, then headed towards Hamburg before
reaching near enough the most northerly point of Germany.

“A starting grid had been arranged in a City Hall Square, Copenhagen where some 25 cars were positioned ready for Tuesday
morning’s launch. Some of the cars that featured in the line-up were a Lamborghini Diablo, an Aston Martin Vanquish, a
Ferrari GTC4 Lusso, a BAC Mono and at the forefront of the grid (only because I was the last to arrive) was the Classic Twisted!
So I was driving with some pretty special company!

DAY 3

“Tuesday morning in Copenhagen, a beautifully cold but sunny day, and in convoy we set off for Sweden. After the group
emptied a petrol station’s weekly supply of fuel, the route took us over the Øresund motorvejen bridge which sits half above
water, half below – a serious road to drive! Sweeping around the bottom of Malmö we then headed north towards Gothenburg.
“Hugging the west coast of Sweden, we crossed the border into Norway and caught the ferry from Moss, a small town south
of Oslo. After the ferry our first stop was our evening base in Larvik as dinner completed the 10-hour driving day. The talk
amongst the locals was that day four was to be the most spectacular…”

DAY 4
“8am start and the day didn’t disappoint.
“We travelled from Larvik to Lysebotn, which to reach, required a steep mountainous descent.
The Defender’s progressive suspension, which in my view, is the most valuable addition to the Classic range, was to thank as
the 110 handled brilliantly in trying to keep up with the Lamborghini and Porsche up ahead. At this point in particular, I
would have welcomed a set of Twisted by Alcon brakes as the hairpin bends really tested the 110’s capabilities!
“After reaching Lysebotn we boarded the Lysebotn fjord ferry, where I was able to witness arguably the most impressive
landscape I’ve ever seen. It genuinely was breath-taking as the 2-hour boat trip takes you out of the fjord with almost vertical
sides boasting the most powerful colours!
“Part two of day four saw the group head to Rosendal, a (yet another) scenic town, situated clinging to the side of Kvinnherad
fjorden – which is not easy to put into the sat nav while you’re driving. Trying to keep around 25 vehicles in convoy throughout
the trip proved difficult as some were keen to cover the ground and others were more interested in the passing views.
“As we passed through villages full of photographers and Atlantic Road Trip fans, the Twisted Defender was undoubtedly one
of the most eye-catching vehicles involved.”
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DAY 5
“Day five took us through Voss, a Norwegian ski resort, and up towards the
magnificent Jostedal glacier where we were greeted by a herd of cows presenting
a great photo opportunity.
“Several ferries later, the convoy entered the Lærdal tunnel, which bizarrely
contains lay-bys, roundabouts and is lit up with iluminous blue lights. A rather
rare sight – nothing like I have ever seen before. I couldn’t believe the amount of
investment the Norwegian government have put into infrastructure even in such
remote locations. The long 15-hour day came to an end in a pitch-black setting
of Valldal, north eastern Norway.”

DAY 7
“The journey came to an end in Stockholm as the group cut across Sweden on the final day, finishing
with a celebratory party in a local restaurant.
“2,900 miles later, the Defender had coped with ease, rivalling the Diablo and the Mono as the biggest
head-turner, managing to keep up with anything and everything with more power. Witnessing some
immense scenery, and driving on some equally incredible roads, it was truly a once-in-a-lifetime
experience and a great opportunity for Twisted to be associated with such a vast range of supercars.
“A huge thank you must be given to Arne Johansen at Team 68 for organising the event. We certainly
hope to see everyone next year for ART ’18!”

DAY 6
“Day six took us from Valldal over the mountains to the famous Trollstigen road.
Pausing at the viewing platform you get a real sense of the indescribable road
you’re about to drive on. Full concentration is required as the sheer steepness
and twists make the next four miles perilously slow, especially when you are
constantly looking for the most impressive pictures possible, of which we
managed to get! The day continued towards Molde, then to Vevang, where the
world-famous Atlantic Road begins.

DAY 4
Larvik, Norway
Lysebotn, Norway: board Lysebotn fjord ferry
Rosendal, Norway: stay the evening at Rosendal Fjordhotel

DAY 5

“The pictures do not do it justice. The way it has been constructed is mindblowing and even driving over it five times just to capture the perfect picture
was not enough. A supercar car park was the designated meeting point, which
brought everyone together to drive over in convoy, and that certainly attracted
the crowds. Crossing the bridge for the final time, with three drones flying, was a
moment to remember, the exhaust noises, the atmosphere and the realisation of
exactly what we were doing!
“It was then up to Kristiansand, followed by a long trip down the E39 towards
Trondheim, stopping in a small town called Klett. Here, Team 68 had arranged
for people from across the country to meet with their own supercars, who
then joined the final convoy, of around 50 vehicles, down the 707 road into
Trondheim.
“As we arrived in Trondheim the Brattøra ferry port was the meeting place, where
thousands of fans, journalists and local photographers had congregated awaiting
our arrival. Flares were set off and the atmosphere was brilliant as music played
in the Trondheim evening sunshine, the third largest city in Norway which sits
on the outskirts of the Arctic Circle. It was here that I was lucky enough to chat
to a few Scandinavian Twisted enthusiasts who were eager to see exactly how the
chaps back in Yorkshire had engineered the Classic Twisted.”

Rosendal, Norway
Norheimsund tunnel, Norway
Fjærlandsfjorden glacier, Norway
Geiranger, Norway
Valldal, Noway: stay the night at Valldal Fjordhotel

DAY 6
Valldal, Norway
Trondheim, Norway: via Atlantic Road, stay at Rinnleira hotel

DAY 7
Trondheim, Norway
Stockholm, Sweden: stay at Nobis hotel
Atlantic Road Trip party
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Y O R K S H I R E

PRODUCT FOCUS
Both of these marvellous products have been designed, developed, machined
and finished in the heart of north Yorkshire. 18 months of deliberation and
testing have brought us here to two transformational new products, the billet
aluminium door handles and the billet aluminium fuel cap. Both products
are available exclusively on our online store, or if you wish to chat to one
of the team you can get in touch with us at info@twistedautomotive.com.

Access all areas for
the Twisted open day
W

e were excited to throw open our doors to customers
and enthusiasts for the third annual Twisted summer
open day early in September.

With the Yorkshire sun shining down on us, we welcomed
over 200 people onto our forecourt to showcase our range of
vehicles at our Thirsk base.
Our ‘Defender Parking Only’ row, full to the brim with Land
Rover® Defender, was certainly a spectacle to see and an
unforgettable sight!

H E R E

I N

The workshop doors were also opened for an exclusive insight
into exactly how we re-engineer and transform the Land Rover
Defender from the ordinary to the anti-ordinary.
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Our 24-strong team was on hand to answer questions, give
tours, and help visitors get the most out of their day. Existing
customers took the opportunity to chat to Twisted engineers
about their current builds and gain a deeper understanding of
the overall improvement process.
Some of the most popular vehicles from the day included our
new Classic Twisted range which we recently unveiled at the
Goodwood Festival of Speed. Twisted fans had the opportunity
to check out and explore the vehicles up close and we had some
fantastic feedback.

The process has been carried out alongside
our aluminium supplier, who’s an expert in
his field, and he also happens to be based
within 300 yards of our workshop. Being a
Defender owner who’s just as passionate about
this iconic vehicle as we are, it’s a brilliant
partnership that works perfectly and allows
us to combine our expertise to create some
amazing products together.

Billet aluminium Door handle
Being one of the only parts on the exterior of a Defender
that’s touched regularly, it needs to have impact.

Twisted Automotive ambassador and extreme adventurer, Sean
Conway’s 110 A.K.A ‘Colonel Mustard’ was also on show,
alongside Twisted founder, Charles Fawcett’s Bahama Gold
TD5 and social media favourites, ‘the Monaco twins’.
In addition to the vehicles on display, live music and food and
drink kept our visitors entertained all afternoon.
Speaking about the open day Charles said, “Our annual open
day is an important day in the calendar for us and we were
thrilled to welcome so many people through our doors again.
“We export our vehicles all over the world to places like the USA,
Malaysia, the United Arab Emirates and New Zealand, but we
are incredibly proud of our identity as a Yorkshire businesss
and want to be a part of the Thirsk community.

With the logo debossed on the inside, it isn’t
visible from any angle, but confirms its status
when you wrap your hand around the handle
to open the door to your Defender. It instantly
transforms the contact you have with your
vehicle.

The brass bush ensures the button doesn’t
move or scratch when pushed, the strong
spring gives a firmer feel and a nice sharp
click, and the radius on the edge of the handle
mimics the front wing of the Defender, just to
name a few.

Although the design of this new product is
minimal, there’s much more to it than meets
the eye. Each element of the new handle has
been designed with the end device in mind.

They are an absolute work of art, finished in
deep anodised satin black or gunmetal grey to
the exacting standards you would expect from
any Twisted product.

“It’s been another busy 12 months for us, including the launch
of our new Classic Twisted range, the appointment of Sean as
our latest anti-odinary ambassador and the announcement of a
new three-year sponsorship deal with Gumball 3000.
“We’ve also grown our staff significantly to underpin our recent
progress and we were excited to meet new people from around
the region, while renewing acquaintances with old friends. The
open day is a fantastic way for people to find out more about
our brand and see what we do first hand.”

Billet aluminium Fuel cap
We always strive for perfection, so it’ll come as no surprise
that this isn’t the first version of the billet aluminium
fuel cap and it’s small details like this that contribute
to making the Twisted Defender anti-ordinary.
Twisted is all about making appropriate
modifications to the Defender, rather than
adding unnecessary bolt-ons, hence why our
filler cap still uses the original lock and screw
mechanism.
One significant change from the original Land
Rover fuel cap is the removal of the retaining
strap. With the original lock remaining, the
fuel cap must be unlocked and relocked whilst
filling up, and you can’t drive off if your keys
are still in the filler cap, so it’s very hard,
almost virtually impossible, to misplace.

The decision to remove the strap was made
based on the scratches the fuel cap causes to
the vehicle if it’s left hanging when driving,
which happens quite a lot based on the
damaged paintwork we see coming into the
workshop! A product of quality comes with
status, it’s heavy, it’s unforgettable.
Again, we’ve taken an integral part of the
Defender and added a little twist to redefine it.
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Sean Conway and Colonel Mustard
take on the Highlands
N

orth Yorkshire to Glasgow was the first
part of the journey. Sean in Colonel
Mustard and team Twisted in a support
vehicle, more specifically, a 110 Utility from
the new Classic range boasting upgraded
engine performance, Twisted progressive
suspension and a stage one front end. The
black 110 had just returned from a similar role
on the Gumball 3000 rally. So, from Riga to
Mykonos, to North Yorkshire to the Highlands
the Classic’s road driving ability really had
been put to the test.

A Bahama Gold Twisted 110, a world-record-holding
adventure enthusiast, miles of beautiful highland scenery and
a drone, contributed to a thrilling trip north of the border.
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After departing Glasgow, the crew made four
separate stops over a combined 250 miles
which gave us the opportunity to catch Sean
cycle, swim, run, kayak and drive his beloved
Colonel Mustard. Throughout the trip,
Sean explained why he chose Twisted as the
manufacturer of his new vehicle and detailed
his discussion with Rob, our head technician,
in how they came together to create Sean’s
necessary additions, such as a fold-out bed in
the rear load space!
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#findyourbeard

Famous for his outdoor related world records, Sean was eager
to jump straight into the freezing lochs beyond Fort William
before eating up miles on his bike as we crossed the most
northerly point – the Kylesku Bridge. After staying the night
in Inchnadamph we began the eight-hour journey back to
Yorkshire, making a lengthy stop at Loch Glascarnoch, where
Sean took the opportunity to kayak, cycle and make the most
of the greenlaning opportunities.
Now it’s back to business as usual at Twisted HQ , but Sean
however, he’s never in one place for very long!
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FEATURED
BUILD:
Engine:
6.2L V8
Model:
110 Double Cab Pick Up
Colour:
Aintree Green
Special Feature:
Air Compression System
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Y O U
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60 seconds with...

Sean
Conway

An insight into...

TEAM
TWISTED

Q+A

Name: Richard Robinson
Age:

28

Role:

Sales Executive

Lives

York

PET:

Louis – Dogue De Bordeux

What’s your occupational background?
Before joining Twisted in mid-2017 I held a general manager
role in the hospitality business. I was working in customer
service roles, but with a keen interest in the automotive sector,
so after ten years I’m greatly enjoying the change of industry.
When and why did you join Twisted?

Tell us a little bit about your recent trip to Scotland.
For the last 4 years I’ve been exploring Britain human-powered, which started
when I swam, cycled and ran Land’s End to John O’Groats. There were many
places I saw that I thought, I need to come back here and spend some quality
time rather than a fleeting visit. What better way to explore than jumping in
the Landy, with a bed in the back and hitting the open road? Scotland was top
of the list, and in particular the Highlands and islands, and it certainly didn’t
disappoint. We really do live on the best island on the planet.

what are your dream cars?
I’ve got two. The Lamborghini LM002 is a V12 powered
monster from the 80’s nicknamed the ‘Rambo Lambo’.
The Mercedes AMG CLK GTR Roadster is so incredibly
rare and has only recently been revised 20 years later with the
Mercedes AMG Project 1. I’d be happy with either of those.

How happy have you been with the Colonel since you drove out of the gates of Twisted HQ?

Tell us more about Louis?

Love it, just love it. As much as I loved my old Series 3 and my 300TDI
Defender, a 1600 mile road trip round Scotland would have killed me, and
made me deaf. The Colonel has kept all the feeling and pleasure of knowing
you’re bumping along a gravel road in a Landy, but a lot more comfortable
and a pleasure to drive.

He’s a 3 year old Dogue De Bordeux. His 5am short walks
around York mean he is flat out knackered for the rest of
the day - an easy dog to manage!

What are the colonel’s best features?

Our Aintree Green LS3 V8 110 ‘Spectre’ (as shown
on pages 14 – 15) was without doubt the build that
I enjoyed watching reach completion and then see
leave for its new home in the UAE.

You can’t ask me this. It’s like trying to choose your favourite child. Mmmm,
I think the bed in the back. I love that I can park up anywhere, jump in the back
and have a sleep. That allows life on the road to be much more spontaneous and
adventurous. I also have a 12v shower so can have a good clean in the mornings.
What exactly is it that you love about Twisted?
I love that Twisted has not changed the true philosophy of what a Defender is
and should be. They haven’t gone over the top with ugly trimmings and garish
front ends. Twisted are the best in Britain at making the Defender how it should
have been made from the start - the most versatile 4x4 in the world.
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June 2017. Having first been introduced to the brand many
years earlier at Goodwood Festival of Speed my interest grew.
When the opportunity presented itself I jumped at the chance
to join such a proud Yorkshire business. My first few months
have been a whirlwind of shows and events.

In the time you have worked at Twisted,
which build has been your most desired?

In your eyes, which Twisted product transforms
the Defender the most dramatically?
That’s quite simply our best-selling product, the Twisted
progressive suspension, as it radically improves the handling
and road manners of a Defender.

What’s coming up soon in Sean Conway and The Colonel’s diary?

If you were to drive a Twisted across the world, which fellow
employee would you choose to go with you?

Well, I have many, many ideas however they are always top secret.
You’ll have to watch this space.

A trip around the world have to be driven with Sue,
our queen of sales admin.
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The Classic Twisted is born from a stack
of passion and a wealth of experience making
the iconic Defender better than it has ever been.

It’s this blend of engineering
excellence and hand-detailing that
makes up a Classic Twisted.

Staying true to the original, we simply allow the Defender to show off more of its
talent. You might not always see the twist - but you’ll definitely feel it.
From tarmac to tundra, dirt to dune and motorway to mountain, Twisted drivers
seize the spirit of the anti-ordinary, whether they’re conquering the highest peak
or cruising along the high street. You already know Twisted boldly stands for an
anti-ordinary spec. Now we’ve captured that trademark excellent performance and
distilled it all into the Classic Twisted.
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