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I certainly hope you enjoyed reading all about Twisted’s end to 2017.  
From people I’ve spoken to it was very well received throughout. 

We’ve created issue II to not only give a further insight into our builds,  
our staff and our history, but also into a customer of  ours who talks us  
through his Twisted. We’ve got an insight into our final 2015 Keswick  
Green Defender®, a focus on three V8s which were shipped to Abu Dhabi  
and a feature on Colonel Mustard’s collection day, the 110 owned by our  
adventure ambassador, Sean Conway.

So once again, enjoy flicking through and as always, anything Defender  
we can help with, just pick up the phone!

Charles Fawcett
Twisted Founder

We’re back with our 
second issue of Twisted 
news. On behalf of the 
team here, I’d just like 
to say a huge thank you 
to everyone who picked 
up a copy of issue I. 

®

2 3



1999

2001

2002

2005

2007

2009

2011

2013

2015

2017

2000

2004

2003

2006

2008

2010

2012

2014

2016

2018

TH
E 

HI
ST

OR
Y 

OF
 T

W
IS

TE
D

19
9

9
2

0
18

Charles Fawcett enters the Defender market.

He sells his first Defender products.

Development of  the TD5 engine upgrade begins, 
with exhaust system and ECU modifications. 

All Charles’ stock moves into  
his garden shed at home.

Rob Lewis starts helping Charles 
out from his garage, he’s still 
working for Twisted today as  
the head technician.

Project Twisted.

Twisted adds interiors and audio to the offering. 

Charles leaves the family business 
to start Twisted full-time. 

Staff numbers begin 
to increase. 

Twisted takes on 
4,500 sq ft premises. 

First Gumball 3000.

Twisted takes V8  
to Gumball.

Delivery of  the 240 begins.

On average, 25 Defender delivered per month. 

Twisted releases  
Classic Twisted Series I.

Sean Conway becomes 
a Twisted ambassador.

Charles is working 
for his family 

business and sets up 
Twisted Performance 

as a side operation. 

Charles moves his stock into the double garage at home.

Defender parts are distributed worldwide.

First Twisted demo.

Land Rover Owner is the first 
publication to test a Twisted Defender.

The first full Twisted 
build. A ‘56 plate 

Rimini Red 90. 

Release of  the French Edition. 

The first workshop  
(1,500 sq ft) opens.

Rebrand defines 
Twisted as we 
know it today.

Twisted’s first V8.

The Red Edition 
is released.

Twisted orders 240 brand new 
Defender in anticipation of  

the end of  production.

New 12,000 sq ft premises, 
where Twisted is today.

End of  Defender production. 

Twisted is the only company to 
have brand new Defender in stock.

Release of  Classic Twisted Series II.

Twisted Performance.

Retro Edition.

Alpine Edition.

French Edition.

The garden shed.

The first V8.

Gumball 3000 debut.
240 ordered.

Classic Twisted Series I.

THE EARLY DAYS
As a child, Charles was surrounded by Land Rover® vehicles. His father had been involved in selling and repairing vehicles 

since the 1970s and ran a 4×4 off-road driving centre, something he still owns today.

As early as 11 years old, Charles had his own Series 3 pick-up and when you’re up to your knees in mud in a North Yorkshire 
field, with a machine that won’t move, there’s only one course of  action – work out how to fix it (or ask dad).

Charles eventually joined the family business in 1995 and in 2000 set up Twisted Performance as a side operation, offering 
tuning and performance enhancements for the then range of  Land Rover 200/300tdi Defender, Discovery® and Range Rover®. 
Operating from his garden shed, Charles recognised a clear opportunity for mail order parts and he was soon sending parts 
internationally from his house in Felixkirk, North Yorkshire.

As demand increased, the storage location of  the parts became his family lounge which, as expected, didn’t go down too well. 
For several years this small business continued to grow as the Land Rover Defender became ever more popular.

Twisted was born from a stack of  passion  
for the Land Rover Defender®. 

Beginning long before the business was established in  
2000, Charles Fawcett’s love affair with the Defender  
has brought us to where we are today and will allow  
us to continue to progress for the foreseeable future.

We look at Charles Fawcett and his formative years... 

Release of  the Retro Edition, that wins 
the fastest Land Rover competition.

Second Twisted site opens (2,500 sq ft).

Release of  the Alpine Edition.
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GOING FULL-TIME

TODAY AND TOMORROW

TWISTED WORLDWIDE

By 2007 the demand for expert advice and quality modification had grown to the extent 
that Charles eventually took the decision to transform Twisted into a full-time operation.

The team, of  then two, quickly switched to focus solely on the Defender and, since then, 
Twisted Automotive has had one mission, to take the iconic Land Rover Defender and 
re-engineer it to the very best vehicle it can be.

A love for the Defender is almost an unspoken prerequisite for each new recruit that 
joins and over the years the business has attracted people who are incredibly passionate 
about the brand. The team currently sits at 30 and is continuing to grow.

Today Twisted continues to grow and turnover during the last 12 months is 
up significantly on previous years, while further growth is forecast as Twisted 
explores new opportunities, including the launch of  the Classic range.

The Classic Twisted was designed to address the challenges of  a 12-month 
customer waiting list. The range includes all of  the elements that make 
the vehicle unique and genuine, but without the extras and luxury items 
otherwise offered to customers. The vehicles are re-engineered with improved 
road handling, engine performance upgrades and exterior improvements. 

For the first time, customers can ‘drive away today’ with the added option  
of  returning for further enhancements at a later date.

In the last 12 months a significant increase in sales and growing trade to 
overseas regions, including the Middle East and the USA, is helping to form  
a longer-term plan.

Abu Dhabi | Angola | Bahamas | Bahrain | Canada | China | Corfu | Costa Rica | Curacao | Dubai | England | France | Germany 
Hong Kong | Ibiza | India | Indonesia | Ireland | Isle of  Harris | Isle of  Lewis | Isle of  Man | Italy | Jersey | Kenya | Malaysia | Moldova 

Monaco | Netherlands | New Zealand | Oman | Portugal | Qatar | Scotland | Spain | Switzerland | Trinidad & Tobago | Uganda | USA | Wales

When Land Rover announced they were to cease production of  the Defender, Charles made 
the bold decision to order 240 brand new vehicles, despite extremely tight financial constraints. 
Up until this point, Twisted had typically ordered eight vehicles at a time, but knowing 
production was coming to an end, Charles grasped the opportunity and made a £7.4m 
investment on an order significantly larger than any previously made. Sourcing storage space, 
and even finding the deposit amount of  £1,000 for each vehicle, proved a huge challenge but 
the purchase helped to underpin Charles’ long-term vision and ambition for the business.

Since this day, the storage building is gradually decreasing in numbers and recently the last 
2015 Keswick Green Defender sadly left us.

A love for the Defender is almost an 
unspoken prerequisite for each new 
recruit that joins and over the years 
the business has attracted people 
who are incredibly passionate about 
the brand. The team currently sits 
at 30 and is continuing to grow.”

“

TWISTED HQ
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T H E  C E L E B R A T I O N 
O F  A  C L A S S I C
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And then  
there  
was one… 

We reached a  
monumental milestone  
here at Twisted.  
The time came to 
announce the final 2015  
Keswick Green Defender. 

The most sought after Defender colour, this stunning  
110 Station Wagon was the only remaining one of  its  

kind at Twisted, so it really was a special build. 

Timeless, iconic and re-engineered to a high specification –  
but, as always, never detracting from the original integrity  
of  the Defender.

Built to roam, Twisted by Alcon brakes, progressive  
suspension, satellite navigation and a fully trimmed leather  
interior contributed to the final 2015 Keswick Green’s identity.

THE NEW TWISTED 18” ALLOY WHEEL
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M E E T  M I K E

“But what I actually saw took my breath away even more than any 
supercar, a Twisted Defender 90 soft top that looked and sounded 

stunning and made my Defender look ordinary.”

We caught up with Mike Robinson and 
his T40s to discuss all things Twisted. 

What was your first experience with Twisted?

I called at a friend’s house (David Hinchliffe) 
in my previous Defender and Dave tried 
to get into it but being 6’6” he struggled. 
Dave told me how much he would love  
a Defender, so I told him to check out this 
company in Thirsk who modify them. 
Subsequently a few months later I got a call 
from Dave who suggested that I call in and 
take a look at his new car. As his present 
car was a Porsche 911 Carrera 4s, I was 
expecting to see an even more impressive 
supercar on the drive. But what I actually 
saw took my breath away even more than 
any supercar. He had bought a Twisted 
Defender 90 soft top that looked and 
sounded stunning and made my Defender 
look ordinary! That was the day I decided 
that I wanted a Twisted Defender.

How long have you been a fan of the Land Rover 
Defender and what do you like most about the vehicle?

I bought my first Defender about 25 years 
ago. Unfortunately, it was stolen when it  
was just over a year old, never to be seen 
again. I then went through a period of  
sports cars but eventually went back to  
4x4s with a Shogun and then a Lexus.  
After experiencing the Lexus in the snow 
and its total lack of  control I made my  
mind up that I wanted another Defender. 
On 2nd September 2010, I took delivery  
of  a new Defender and on 28th March  
2013 I bought another Defender.

I love the versatility of  the Defender.  
I can turn up on a building site with  
all the equipment I need to do a job,  
use it for the dogs and even use it for  
special occasions. No matter what you  
are doing it’s great all round.

What’s your favourite model of Defender? 

Defender 90. Just love the size and  
shape of  the vehicle. Also love the  
old Series Land Rovers.

Which changes and enhancements were you keen  
to make as part of the Twisted build process? 

Having driven the Defender for the past  
25 years and then being told that with a few 
modifications the wheel wobble at 60-70mph 
can be removed I decided that I needed to 
get my existing Defender modified. This 
was the main reason for my visit to Twisted. 
However, when Sam told me how much my 
two existing Defender were worth I decided 
to go the whole hog and order a new build.

Tell us more about your build and the thought 
process behind the changes you made. 

When I visited Twisted I made it clear to 
Sam that I had not come to buy a Defender, 
just for a look around the workshop. Sam 
accepted this and gave me a good tour with 
a coffee. All I wanted were some ideas so 
I could have one of  my existing Defender 
modified. However, as I was leaving Sam 
made a comment about how tidy my 
existing Defender was. I asked Sam for an 
indication of  the value of  my vehicle and 
was shocked to find that it had not really 
lost any value from the original cost. As I 
drove home all sorts of  thoughts were going 
through my head and by the time I arrived 
home my mind was made up. I wanted a 
new build. I contacted Sam the following 
Monday and made arrangements to return 
to design a new build.

Having checked the specification of  a 
standard Twisted Defender build, I decided 
that I wanted a T40s, plus a few additions. 
The main change I made was the addition 
of  soundproofing, which is very effective.

Did you visit the workshop while the build process 
was ongoing and did you make any live changes?

Unfortunately I never managed to get to 
the workshop whilst my Defender was 
being built but was updated by Mathew 
who kindly sent a couple of  photos. One 
of  the main changes that I made was the 
installation of  a sat nav/music system with 
reversing camera. I also added front and 
rear dash cameras very close to completion.

Were there any parts of your own personality  
that you wanted to capture as part of the build?

Not really – however, I do recall that when 
my pal Dave specified the build of  his 
Defender he wanted it to sound like a beast. 
I wanted the reverse and I did not want the 
noise to draw attention to the vehicle.

What is it that makes your vehicle  
stand out from the rest?

The whole package really. I’ve not seen 
anything like it to date. However, Charles 
Fawcett did have one that was pretty close. 
I actually passed another Twisted Defender 
on Sunday 20th January 2017. In the 15 
months that I have owned mine it’s the first 
time I have seen another Twisted on the 
road. I think we were both as shocked as 
each other!

What sort of driving tasks do you use your Twisted 
for and how do you rate its performance so far?

The first long journey I made in the Twisted 
was to the NEC Classic Car Show with my 
partner’s dad. When I told him we were 
going in the Defender he was not impressed 
and when I arrived to pick him up he 
was wearing a thick coat, hat and gloves. 
Being ex Royal Air Force, his memories 
of  Defender were the Series Land Rover 
that he drove on the airfields to collect 
parachutes, which were very uncomfortable 
and draughty.

I had not told him or anyone else that I was 
swapping my Defender. As we drove down 
the M1 towards Birmingham he commented 
on the speed at which we were travelling. 
I was so used to getting to 60/70mph and 
having to slow down due to the wobble 
factor. I was shocked to see the speed  
we were going and into corners without  
any wobble at all.

I use my Twisted on a daily basis for work. 
As I said it’s so versatile and ideal for most 
applications. In the past, before my Twisted 
arrived, if  I was going on a long journey I 
would swap cars with my partner. Defender 
are great but not the best for long journeys. 
However, since my Twisted arrived I have 
not swapped cars at all and now I love the 
long journeys. I went to Goodwood Revival 
last year and when we arrived the field 
where we were camping was deep in mud. 
I was meeting friends on the site who were 
coming in two motorhomes, both of  which 
got stuck in the mud. After all the years of  
jibes I have had about driving a Defender  
I felt quite smug pulling them out!

What’s your ultimate Twisted road trip and who 
would be your travel companion for the journey?

I would love to go to Iceland and travel 
inland to take photos of  the fabulous 
scenery. My travel companion would have to 
be my partner, Anita, who would probably 
turn down the opportunity unless it involved 
riding horses all day. If  she did turn it down 
my companions would be my daughters who 
both love adventure and travel.

By Mike Robinson – January 2018.
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M I K E ’ s  t 4 0 s

Sadly, one of  the last Defender off the production line. 

Land Rover Defender 90 XS UTILITY in Corris Grey.  
By Twisted Automotive, Thirsk, North Yorkshire. 

BASE VEHICLE
T H E  S P E C :

DRIVE

EXTERIOR

INTERIOR

• Defender 90 XS Utility

• Air conditioning

• Remote alarm & central locking

• Electric front windows

• Heated windscreen & front seats 

• ABS, traction control & DSC 

• Metallic paint

• Adjustable headlights

• Bluetooth & single slot CD 

• Tubular XS side rails

• Twisted P10 performance  
upgrade including:

 - 182hp remap to ECU 

 - 322lb/ft torque

 -  Stainless exhaust 2.2 cat back  
no silencer 304 stainless

 - Cotton panel air filter

 - Twisted alloy intercooler 

• Twisted progressive suspension  
system including:

 -  Anti-roll bars, springs &  
re-valved gas dampers 

• Twisted by Alcon 6 pot  
callipers 365mm front disks

• Twisted 18” alloy wheels &  
265 65 BF Goodrich All Terrain tyres

• Upgraded AERO wiper blades

• Stainless steel exterior fixings

• Twisted java zinc-coated front LED bumper

• Adjustable crystal headlights with  
stainless bezels & 120% bulbs 

• LED 95mm stop & tail lights, reverse, fog & indicators 

• Black chequer plate top to side rails & stainless fixings 

• Twisted alloy 6mm steering guard 

• Powder-coated front roll hoop with light mounts

• Corrosion protection to chassis & underbody

• Twisted stage one mesh grille & vent set

• High gloss paint to wing mirrors

• Paint to front bumper, cross member

• Privacy glass

• Tubular rear step & towing bracket  
with electrics repositioned

• Paint to rear cross member and mud flap brackets

• Twisted exterior decals & number plates

• Twisted exterior oval badge

• Tubular spare wheel carrier chassis mounted

• External LED work light

• Front and rear mud flaps

• Chequer plate to sills 

• Hertz direct replacement speaker upgrade

• Recaro CS seats, all leather with silver stitch  
and Twisted raised subframe 

• 350mm leather sports steering wheel

• Twisted steering wheel centre

• Leather console & arm rest

• Leather dash tops & grab handle

• Leather gear knobs, handbrake & gaiters

• Leather door handles

• Alston soft touch ebony headlining & visors

• Carpet to interior

• High gloss paint to centre dash

• Twisted dials & clock fascia

• Twisted certified build plaque

• Raised arm rest with leather cubby box

• Soundproofing to full interior

• Alpine DAB double din & Bluetooth headset

• Reversing cameras

• Blackvue DR430-2CH camera system, front and rear

As I have had a Defender for many years I could 
not bear the thought of  not being able to replace my 
trusted workhorse again in the future, I needed to 
ensure that as this was the last Defender I would 
ever buy, that it had to be a forever vehicle.
I looked at many companies who carry out 
upgrades on Defender that are required to ensure 
they last and after visiting Twisted in Thirsk  
I knew that this was the company who I would 
trust to do the upgrades that I required.”

“
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FEATURED BUILDS:
EngineS: 6.2L LS3 Corvette ModelS: 110 Station Wagon DESTINATION: Abu Dhabi

RE-ENGINEERED BY: Keifer Simpson, Nick Wilkin & Owen Mortimer SPECIAL FEATURES: Air suspension
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C O L O N E L  M U S T A R D

C O L L E C T I O N  D A Y
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TEAM 
TWISTED

Twisted is keeping  
the Defender alive:  
here are 6 reasons  
you’ll definitely  
want one

Tell us about a previous job.

Before joining Twisted I worked as a labourer on an arable farm 
in York. There were also 200 cows, which kept me very busy.

When and why did you join Twisted?

After farming for over 10 years the immense working hours 
got the better of  me so I joined Twisted in January 2014.  
I’ve always had a serious interest in Defender as we had them 
on the farm. Joining Twisted also gave me a better work-life 
balance which has helped dramatically.

Which is your favourite Twisted build?

Undoubtedly the shooting bus I was lucky enough to build  
last year. It was a lovely beast in Nara Bronze and the gun  
box in the back was something else! It was a V8 with four 
Recaros in a chestnut leather, which certainly topped it off!

Which Twisted product do you think is most effective?

For me it really is the way our soundproofing transforms what  
you hear when driving the vehicle. Normally when doing 
60mph in a 90 van, you’re deafened by gravel hitting the arches. 
Compare this to a soundproofed Defender, you really could be  
in a normal car. It’s time consuming but definitely worth it.

YoU’RE Driving a Twisted across the world,  
which COLLEAGUE would you take and why?

Would have to be Nick Wilkin (a fellow technician), as he’s  
a very well travelled man and we’d have a good laugh!

Tell us more about Ava...

She was born on the 17th June 2017, since then it’s been  
a whirlwind. The only thing I would say is, blink and you’ve 
missed something.

What would be your ideal Sunday?

It’d be a nice steady stroll in the countryside with Ava and  
my wife Rachel. We’d find a nice country pub, have a few 
beers then stroll back. That’d be a perfect Sunday for me!

For a family visiting Yorkshire, where should they go?

Without being biased, I’d head into York. Walking around  
the city walls is great and the Bierkeller makes it a good night  
out too.

Name:

Age:

Role:

Lives:

2017 HiGHLIGHT:

An insight into...

Article courtesy of

Keifer Simpson
27
Technician
York
Our baby daughter, Ava

Q+A

Land Rover may not be producing the 
Defender anymore, but that doesn’t 

mean the British classic is dead.

T3 recently spent time behind the wheel  
of  an awesome ‘Classic’ Twisted Defender 
110 Utility.

Twisted, based in Thirsk, North Yorkshire, 
bought some of  the last Defender to roll off 
Land Rover’s production line, and will slowly 
be, err, twisting (we believe that’s the right 
verb) them in stages over the next few years.

Every Twisted Defender is individual, the 
brand’s customers include Jamie Oliver,  
Tony Hawk and overseas royalty, but the 
Classic range distils the most popular 
enhancements into a single vehicle, and  
will be ready to drive away when complete.

Here are 6 reasons we think you’ll definitely 
want one:

1 IT’S THE DEFENDER,  
BUT MORE REFINED

Twisted isn’t Pimp My Ride with Xzibit/Tim 
Westwood, it’s not going to add carbon fibre 
wings and paint flames down the side, it’s 
more tasteful than that.

Twisted is all about paying homage to the 
legend of  the vehicle, while improving its 
overall function and performance.

With the Classic range, exterior tweaks are 
minimal, and would be invisible to the 
uninitiated. Twisted has spent most of   
the time on stuff you can’t see, but you  
can really feel while driving it.

The vehicle I drove features the performance 
kit, which includes an ECU remap to 170bhp, 
Twisted exhaust system, and progressive 
suspension system. 

This, obviously, doesn’t suddenly turn it into 
a Range Rover Sport, but it does make it 
much more pleasant to drive on the road, 
with much less lean when cornering.

Outside you’ve got design details finished in 
gloss black, upgraded wiper blades, LED 
headlights, Twisted billet door handles, and, 
most importantly for British owners, a chassis 
undersealing treatment to protect your car 
from the elements.

Inside, again with the Series I of  the  
Classic range, Twisted has opted to keep  
its modifications simple. While you can  
opt to have Recaro bucket seats installed,  
the Classic has half  leather trimmed seats,  
a Momo steering wheel, Alcantara headlining, 
leather trim on the dash, and a double din 
centre console with a Kenwood infotainment  
system installed.

All of  these small modifications have a big 
impact when put together, but Twisted 
remains true to the original vehicle.

2 IT’S COMPLETELY  
PERSONALISED

Twisted won’t make a Defender, they’ll make 
your Defender.

From paint jobs (which is actually one  
of  the most expensive services), to specific 
performance parts and interior choices,  
the vehicle can be tailored exactly to what 
you want.

If  you already know what you want, you can 
walk straight in and order one, or, if  you’re a 
little more uncertain, you can sit down with 
Twisted’s sales people and design your vehicle 
over weeks or months.

3IT MAKES THE DEFENDER  
EASIER TO LIVE WITH

As we previously mentioned, the changes 
made by Twisted won’t suddenly turn it into 
a Range Rover Sport, but it does make it 
much more pleasant to drive on the road.

There’s much less lean when cornering, the 
engine doesn’t need to be worked as hard, 
and, thanks to extensive soundproofing,  
you can have a normal conversation in one.

Yes, it’s still just as capable off-road,  
but it’s equally at home on the motorway 
now as well.

A reversing camera tucked under the spare 
wheel made parking easier, and the built-in 
sat nav means you don’t need to stick one 
onto the windscreen.

We were so surprised at what a difference  
all of  these changes make.

4THERE’S SO MUCH  
PASSION BEHIND IT

As a child, Fawcett was surrounded by Land 
Rover vehicles. His father had been involved 
in the sale and repair of  them since the 1970s 
and ran a 4×4 off-road driving centre.

As early as 11 years old, Charles had his own 
Series 3 pick-up - one that didn’t always run!

And when you’re up to your knees in mud in 
a North Yorkshire field, with a machine that 
won’t move, there’s only one course of  action 

– work out how to fix it.

Charles joined the family business in 1995 
and in 2000 set up Twisted as a side 
operation, offering tuning and performance 
enhancements for the then range of  Land 
Rover 200/300tdi Defender, Discovery and 
Range Rover.

Demand for expert advice and quality 
modification quickly grew, and within seven 
years Twisted became a full-time operation. 
The team quickly switched to focus solely  
on the Defender.

From a quick visit to Twisted HQ in Thirsk, 
you can tell everyone that works there is 
passionate about the brand.

5YOU CAN BRING YOUR OWN 
DEFENDER IN, OR GET A NEW ONE

There are three ways you can buy a  
Twisted Defender, new, used, or BYO.

Twisted has (limited) stock of  new Defender 
which can entirely be specified to your 
individual choice.

Or, you could buy a used vehicle from 
Twisted, with vehicles available on its website.

The final option is Twisted’s drive in/drive out 
service. Here you’ll bring your own personal, 
trusty, Defender in, and they’ll twist it for you.

This can range from small jobs, such as wheels 
and tyres, or soundproofing, through to a full 
restoration and re-build of  your vehicle 
including new engine V8 petrol engine.

6THEY’RE JUST  
IMMENSELY COOL

T3 tests out a Twisted Defender  
to see how it’s kept this classic alive,  
and we were pleasantly surprised.

By Spencer Hart – December 22, 2017.
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Based on pre-registered, delivery mileage Defender from our final stock, the Classic Series II  
range includes progressive suspension, improved engine performance and an interior leather trim.

Staying true to the original, we simply allow the Defender to show off more of  its talent.

To celebrate two years since the end of   
production, we are proud to introduce the  

Classic Twisted Series II. 

The success of  Series I has enabled us to take this spec and develop it further.  
Only 20 Classic Series II units will be built in 2018 to further cement Twisted as 

synonymous with Land Rover and, of  course, celebrate the end of  Defender production.
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Offline: Online: With thanks to:
Twisted Automotive 
Sussex Court 
Thirsk Ind. Park 
York Road 
Thirsk 
YO7 3TA 

 
+44 (0)1845 574 990

Facebook: 
facebook.com/TwistedAntiOrdinary

Twitter: 
twitter.com/twisted_auto

Instagram: 
instagram.com/twisted_automotive

YouTube: 
youtube.com/user/TwistedUKTV

James Hudson 
James Norman 
Sean Conway 
T3.com
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