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Welcome to issue III of
the Twisted newspaper,
we've got some exciting
new updates to share.
Since Issue II, I'm sure
some of you are aware
that the original
manufacturer released a S
V8 works Defender. This
was great for us, as the
vehicle we all adore was
put back in the news again.
®

®

pring has been a busy few months and it's set to continue right
through summer. We've got some great news about the Tour de
Yorkshire event we took part in, an insight into new divisions in the
Twisted group and heavily featured is our trip to the south of France,
Monte-Carlo to be exact, where we released our custom 110 V8
demo to onlookers at the Top Marques Monaco exhibition.
We've also got an exclusive insight into that custom build which was
part of a three month production process. Just to put on record, I am
incredibly proud of the team who were involved in the creation
of it and if I'm honest, it probably is my favourite Twisted to date!
We also managed to catch up with the Monaco Twins, meet their
owners and come back with some outstanding imagery which I
certainly hope you'll enjoy.
So like we always say, if you're passing our base in Thirsk, North
Yorkshire, you're more than welcome to call in for a brew or if
you're further afield, we really appreciate your continued support!

Charles Fawcett
Twisted Founder
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YORKSHIRE
We salute you!

A

s a North Yorkshire company, we
were delighted to be a part of the
now world famous ‘Tour de Yorkshire’.

Tour’s route across Yorkshire and for such
a big occasion in our home county, we
knew we had to roll out the big guns.

It was fantastic to be a part of such
a wonderful procession, in front of
crowds totalling upwards of 2.6m.

In its fourth year, the Tour de Yorkshire
is part of cycling's UCI Europe tour and
was established as part of the legacy
of the county’s staging of the Tour de
France’s Grand Depart in 2014.

So, representing Twisted as part of
the caravan was our latest custom
build, which we’d unveiled just a few
short weeks earlier over in Monaco.

Across four stages, the route took us
from Beverley to Doncaster, from
Barnsley to Ilkley, from Richmond to
Scarborough, and from Halifax to Leeds.

Boasting an LS3 Corvette V8 engine,
the Twisted soon became a real head
turner amongst other vehicles in the
caravan. Not only the noise but the array
of lighting set on the front of the build
meant it was very difficult to miss!

The days began with an early meet at the
start line, where the vehicle was cleaned
and fully stocked. Over the day, the caravan
stopped around eight times, which is
when the real fun began! Jumping out as
the convoy halted, the strict ten minutes
at each stop meant we had to grab our
merchandise and head into the crowds!

We were invited to be a part of the race as
members of Welcome to Yorkshire’s Y 30,
a group of Yorkshire-based businesses that
are ambitious, innovative and passionate
about the county. Upon becoming members
earlier in the year, the Tour was one of the
first dates on the calendar we looked for!
Our part in the race came in the caravan.
The popular procession of vehicles and
parade of floats preceded the race on the
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The vehicle was tastefully wrapped in a
vibrant yellow featuring Tour de Yorkshire
branding as well as introducing our new
strand to the business, Twisted Experiences.

A highlight for most was passing
through Thirsk, just a stone’s throw
from our own Twisted HQ.

Of course, we had to give a little extra,
and we were on hand with goodies
for the crowds, including t-shirts,
key rings, air fresheners & the most
popular of all, Twisted spring water.
The heat over the weekend meant Twisted
branded water was being consumed in all
four corners of Yorkshire! Temperatures
of 26 degrees on the Sunday topped off
an already fantastic weekend of events!
With over a third of the staff here at
Twisted taking part, it really was a joint
effort to know that a little bit of Twisted
has spread even further across Yorkshire
with the help of the Tour. As huge fans
of the event, it was a real privilege to play
our own small role in its success this year.
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Stage One
Thursday 3rd May

Stage Two
Friday 4th May

Beverley

Barnsley

Hornsea

Penistone

Walkington

Elsecar

Côte de Baggaby Hill

Côte de Blacker Hill

Pocklington

Conisbrough

Howden

Mexbrough

Rawcliffe

South Elmsall

Stainforth

Castleford

Hatfield

Kippax

Doncaster

Garforth

"I was lucky enough to take part on the Thursday. The route took
us from Beverley to Doncaster and for a Thursday during the
day, the volume of people was immense. It was great to see so
many recognise the brand as we passed through their towns and
finishing in Doncaster was a real experience! So thank you Twisted!"
Jack Holland, Twisted Parts Assistant

Pool in Wharfedale
Côte de Old Pool Bank
Otley
Ilkley

Stage THREE
Saturday 5th May

Stage four
Sunday 6th May

Richmond

Halifax

Catterick

Peckett Well

Leyburn

Côte de Goose Eye

Bedale

Cross Hills

Northallerton

Skipton

Thirsk

Côte de Barden Moor

Côte de Sutton Bank

Kettlewell

Helmsley

Masham

Pickering

Pateley Bridge

Côte de Silpho

Côte de Greenhow Hill

Filey

Otley

Scarborough

Côte de Otley Chevin
Leeds

"What an experience! You couldn't ask for a better advert for
Yorkshire. Driving the Twisted V8 past the crowds, seeing the
smiles appear as they heard the noise. People lined the streets
in their masses, waving, cheering, it really was surreal!"
Owen Mortimer, Twisted Technician
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An insight into...

TEAM
TWISTED
Name:

Lisa Bradley

Role:

Accounts & HR

Lives:

Thirsk

Q+A

Interesting Fact: Represented Yorkshire
in athletics, aged 16

Tell us about a previous job...
I worked for the Royal National Lifeboat
Institute as an administrator in their
distribution centre organising the distribution
of goods to all the lifeboat houses across
the UK making sure that all the Women's
Institute or Guild groups had the items they
required, i.e. bunting, collection boxes and
tubs etc. This was a great job as I really
felt I was contributing to a great cause –
and I even got to go out on a lifeboat!
When and why did you join Twisted?
6 March 2017, I felt I was ready for a
move and was looking for a new challenge
and felt that Twisted could offer that,
not to mention I only live two minutes
up the road – so it's rather handy!
What's your favourite Twisted build?
V8 Field Sports Edition.
If you were driving a Twisted across the world,
which fellow employee would you take and why?
James, our marketing guy – only because
he makes a decent cup of tea!
Your ideal plan for a Sunday...

Twisted Brakes – ultimate stopping power

A nice, sunny walk along the coast, finishing
off the day in a warm country pub.
What are your dream cars and why?

Designed in partnership with Alcon, these Twisted brake calipers have
been specially engineered to give exceptional braking performance.
With 6 pot calipers on the front and 4 pot on the rear these are the
biggest available on the market giving the most braking power.
The cold bite pad makes the brakes perform outstandingly even
through winter months.
British made, these brakes have a large pad area on a monoblock
anodised aluminium caliper assembly, meaning improved caliper
stiffness and also an improved pedal feel.

Front
355x32mm two piece semi-floating
aluminium disc assemblies with the
painted Twisted by Alcon monoblock
6 pot aluminium calipers.
Rear
298x14mm solid one piece disc, 4 pot
aluminium painted 2 piece calipers.

There's two for this one. An Aston
Martin Vantage and a Jaguar F-TYPE,
both British made, need I say more?
Your favourite thing about Yorkshire?
Everything, it's got stunning scenery,
it's multi-cultural and you're never
too far away from the coast!
Tell us about an interest of yours...
It would have to be going to concerts or the
theatre. I've seen a lot of live bands play all
over the UK! Another interest is travelling
when I get the opportunity to.
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It's a twin thing.
You wouldn't
understand.

"We love driving. We love the comfort of good quality
cars. That fun, go-anywhere, do anything, at any
time attitude. We didn’t want THEM to look just like
a Twisted, we wanted THEM to look like a Twisted Plus."
CB Charlie Birkett

An exclusive Twisted interview with
Charlie Birkett & Gary Wright,
co-founders of yachting pioneers Y.CO,
and owners of the Monaco Twins.

GW Gary Wright

+

Both

How did you first hear about
Twisted Automotive?

+

We wanted to purchase two of the last
models of the original Defender before
Land Rover® stopped production
– and do something extraordinary,
cool and multi-utilitarian. We came
across Twisted, recommended to
us by a good friend and visited
Charles Fawcett and his team in
2013. The facility impressed us both
and so the build story started!
How long have you been fans of the
Land Rover Defender and what do
you like most about the vehicle?
®

CB

It was my older brother’s first car and
probably the first ever vehicle I drove!
When we embarked on our Twisted
adventure, we knew we were buying a
car for life. We wanted to modify them
and enhance them to suit our personal
needs, which included interior fit out,
suspension, big wheels, roof boxes,
racks and much more. We wanted both
cars to stand out and be individual.
Our cars are exactly the same, the
only difference is one has yellow brake
calipers and stitching and one has
orange brake calipers and stitching.

GW With four children in the South
of France, the Twisted Defender,
with its six seat configuration, is the
ideal vehicle for the countryside or
mountains, whether in the winter
or the summer. The Defender is
undoubtedly a must-have vehicle.
Winter ski trips. Summer off-road
camping, the Twisted Twins we
have are perfect for both.

10

11

What changes and enhancements were you
most keen to make to the original Defender
as part of the Twisted vehicle build process?
CB

We wanted cars that could be used for
multiple purposes – skiing, driving up
mountains, off-roading in the winter,
camping. A vehicle that is comfortable
to use in the summer, good for
the family and friends, capable
of going cross-country with kids
sitting on the roof. Great for general
misbehaviour in the countryside.

GW In our usual fashion I think we
talked to Charles at Twisted to
find out what was possible and
then asked him to do it all.
Tell us more about your builds and the
thought process behind the changes you made.
CB

We wanted to make sure that they
stand out. We widened the wheel
track and extended the arches because
we wanted them to look wicked!
We chose the 6-seater option (2+2+2
with second row Recaros!). There
was little thought process behind our
builds, it was more a case of building
the ultimate big boy's toy… Just
imagine you are 10 years old again
and what your perfect car would be!

Did you visit the workshop while
the build process was ongoing and
did you make any live changes?
GW Yes, we visited the workshop and we
even drove the cars for a while and
sent them back for final changes and
further upgrades. Charles and his team
have looked after us well. It’s essential
that you look at what Twisted has done
on other cars to get the ideas for your
own. They can be totally custom, so it’s
inevitable that you make live changes.
Were there any parts of your own
personalities that you wanted to
capture as part of the build?
CB

(Laughs) A couple of wide boys!
Seriously, both Gary and I have very
high standards and there were many
custom details on our build that
are specific to our requirements.
We love driving. We love the comfort
of good quality cars. That fun,
go-anywhere, do anything, at any
time attitude. We didn’t want it to
look just like a Twisted, we wanted
it to look like a Twisted plus.

Gary Wright of Y.CO Yachts.
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GW Being the slightly more conservative
one, I really pushed for grey as
the final choice of colour. Given
a free hand, Charlie would have
chosen bright yellow I think.
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What’s your ultimate Twisted road
trip and who would be your travel
companion for the journey?

+

Driving from the UK down to Monaco
was a real head turner, cruising down
the motorway driving in convoy.

CB

The ultimate road trip would probably
be going across Hardangervidda in
Norway in the summer. Lake trails,
camping. And I’d do it with my
family. What an amazing adventure.
If not the Defender – what’s the next
choice of vehicle on your drive?

CB

I drive a Porsche 911 Turbo.
I have always believed in having cars
that suit your lifestyle. I love driving
every car I own. I have a 1943 Willis
Army Jeep – it's not an everyday car
but it certainly is a load of fun.

GW As a family man, I drive an Audi
RS6. Probably all the practicality
and speed a man needs.
Aside from Defender – what other
motoring interests do you hold?

+

We race classic cars and have both
competed at Goodwood Festival of
Speed, the Members Meeting and in
the Masters series which includes races
at Silverstone, Spa, Magny Cours,
Donnington and other European
tracks. We’ve raced 2 x 1965 Ford
GT40s and 2 x 1965 Mini Cooper
S. All 4 cars configured for historic
racing. This year we will compete
at Goodwood and Spa 6 hr.
We also previously owned 2 identical
1977 Formula 1 LEC cars.

What is it that makes your vehicles
stand out from the rest?
CB

Our Defenders are both identical.
Custom-made roof boxes, chequered
plating everywhere so you can climb
all over them. Ladders on the back,
snorkels on the front. Spotlights,
winches. They've got everything.
They are the ultimate toys! They
are not really for London, I had
mine there for the first 6 months…
We got some looks that’s for sure!

We both feel the same way – it’s a great
hobby that is actually exhilarating
and relaxing. Driving such cars in
competition makes you focus on
nothing else but the track in front of
you. Good for the mind and soul!

GW Our last trip was from the UK
to the South of France, we drove
together after the addition of the roof
boxes. A trip where we saw snow,
torrential rain, and sun. Whatever
the conditions happened to be,
driving in convoy caused a lot of
interested looks from other drivers.
What sort of driving tasks do you
use the twins for and how do you
rate their performance so far?

+
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It’s a good day-to-day car but we
use them more for weekends: skiing
touring trips, summer camping,
pretty extreme mountain excursions.
We have rescued people in heavy snow
drifts, pulled cars out of ditches, pulled
boats, trailers, quad bikes. You could
probably do anything you wanted.
And the performance is exceptional.
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harles Fawcett has pledged to continue championing
Yorkshire craftsmanship after we became the newest
member of Welcome to Yorkshire’s Y 30 business club.

The Y 30 is a group of Yorkshire-based businesses that are
ambitious, innovative and passionate about the county.
We join the likes of Deloitte, Yorkshire Water &
Barclays in the group. Every vehicle leaving our
workshop proudly carries a plaque featuring the
words ‘Yorkshire, England’ alongside the name of
the engineer responsible for that particular build.
Charles Fawcett, said: “The Yorkshire identity has
always been a key component of the business and we
are proud to export a small piece of the county every
time we sell a vehicle around the UK and overseas.
“Our new partnership with Welcome to Yorkshire and
membership of the Y 30 will enable us to expose our
brand to an even wider audience, and empower us to
continue our campaign of championing the county, its
entrepreneurship and craftsmanship to a global audience.”
Sir Gary Verity, Chief Executive of Welcome to
Yorkshire, said: “We’re delighted to have Twisted
Automotive on board as Y 30 partners, a group
of Yorkshire’s most ambitious businesses that are
passionate about developing the county’s economy.
“Twisted are great advocates of Yorkshire and are
wholeheartedly embracing all of our events throughout
the year – they wowed our guests at the White Rose
Awards in October with their stunning vehicles.
“We’re excited to work with them in the future.”
Charles Fawcett, Twisted Automotive Founder with
Sir Gary Verity, Chief Executive of Welcome to Yorkshire

Top Marques for
something different.
A

pril saw team Twisted head out to Monaco
for the annual Top Marques event.

Top Marques brings together the finest collection of
automotive, watch and jewellery brands and is held
at the Grimaldi Forum in the heart of Monaco.
We unveiled our latest custom build and enjoyed
a superb few days in the company of some of the
world’s biggest premium brands and their staff.
We always enjoy meeting people that share our
commitment to quality craftsmanship and it was
great to raise our profile at the same time.

Against a backdrop of Lamborghinis, Porsches and Ferraris,
our new V8 110, soft top V8 90 and Bahama Gold Retro
had no issue turning heads, and we were pleased to be able
to provide onlookers with something a little different.

16

We hosted demonstrations for prospective customers and
members of the media and the vehicles looked fantastic making
their way around the city’s world-famous Formula 1 circuit.
We captured some unbelievable photography and
videography in the process, while helping to further
grow Twisted’s already impressive overseas following.
Of course, Yorkshire remains at the heart of the brand,
but educating new car lovers about the work we do and
the pride we have in our product is a constant priority.
Reflecting on the trip, Charles Fawcett said: “This was our
third time at Top Marques, and while our new Custom-works
V8 grabbed the headlines, it’s the opportunity to engage
with new people that makes this trip most worthwhile.
“We are all ambassadors for Twisted and we always relish
in the opportunity to share our passion and expertise with
others, especially in a setting as stunning as Monaco.”
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FEATURED BUILD:
Engine: 6.2L LS3 Corvette
Model: 110 UTILITY
RE-ENGINEERED BY: Nick Wilkin
COLOUR: CORRIS GREY
SPECIAL FEATURE: front & rear air lockers

WHAT CHARLES SAYS...

L

"

ike all vehicles at Twisted, when I
am given the opportunity I like to
create something that offers an element of
surprise but without being too over the top.

So for this particular build we created
an interior to die for. I wanted luxury,
I wanted comfort I wanted a great
interior colour and saddle is my absolute
favourite. I wanted to go further than we
normally would with the interior trim,
get rid of as much plastic in the vehicle
as possible, trimming to the back of the
seats for example, trimming the edges
of the carpet, the compete dash, the full
headlining and putting our own slant
on the visors rather than the original
diagonal disc pockets, I double pocketed
it and it's now a vertical pocket.
I chose the stitch pattern, which I've
actually not seen before. I wanted
something that is Defender, so I went
for an aggressive looking box stitch
to the centres of the seats which I
feel gave it an added dimension that
you don't really expect to see.
I've got a few more ideas for the vehicle,
but I wanted that inside to be a lovely
place to be, a great experience.

And I do think we've hit the nail on the
head with this one, we've put the flared
arches on, beautifully fitted by Nick Wilkin
here at Twisted, we've gone wider by 60mm
in the track, gone with a slightly larger and
very rarely fitted Cooper tyre, so it gives it
a great stance. I wanted a winch, I wanted
front and rear air lockers, it's got the front
hoop, the LED light bar, LED spotlights,
headlights, LED work light, they're all
great little additions and as many of us
know - the worst thing with a Defender on
an evening is not being able to see a damn
thing! So I think we've picked products
that really work and like with many of our
builds, they are a kind of work in progress.
You come up with your initial concept,
you go away have a think about it and
come back, readdress it and I've just got
a few ideas to add, but for me, one of
the coolest Defender built for ourselves
here and I'm really pleased we've had the
opportunity to do it this year. Aggressive
and butch on the outside, lovely and
comfortable on the inside, a real surprise
vehicle I think. One that grabs attention,
but the right sort of attention."

But then outside I wanted loads of power, I
wanted a lot of noise, I wanted something
that pulled well, stopped well, turned well
and had an aggressive stance, without
being too far removed from Defender.
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Twisted launches
COACH-WORKS division.

SUMMER 2018

At the beginning of May, we formally announced
the launch of our dedicated Coach-works sector,
following a £100,000 investment by the business.
T

he move comes as we press on with our plans
to expand operations in Thirsk, with further
announcements outlining the business’s plans
for the future expected in the weeks ahead.

We’ve made four new appointments to underpin the
expansion. Chris Johnson has been appointed as
the new floor operations director, to co-ordinate all
processes within the workshop, while the new, dedicated
LR Coach-works team consists of experienced spray
technicians, Paul Thomson, Eddie Doyle and David
Douglas, recruited from the original manufacturer.
The team will work full-time for us, as we bring a service
we’d previously out-sourced to local experts ‘in-house’.

S T A RT
TWISTED HQ

LR Coach-works will manage and execute all aspects
of paint and bodywork, including the preparation of
vehicles for further engineering in the workshop.
The news comes as we prepare to reveal more
details about our new long-term strategy that will
help shape the future of the Defender, while being
sure to pay homage to the history of the vehicle.
Charles will also outline his plans for the last
remaining brand new Defender, which we
purchased when production ceased in 2016.
He said: “As we prepare to enter the next chapter of the
company’s history, we’re very excited to reveal details
of our new expanded LR Coach-works operation.

FINISH
BRAMHAM

“Since the business’s establishment in 2001, we have worked
alongside the finest local craftsmen to deliver this service
and to bring it in-house is the next natural step for us.”
Floor operations manager, Chris Johnson,
said: “I’m very excited to be joining Twisted to
help streamline processes within the workshop,
including the new LR Coach-works division.
“I look forward to working with the new team to ensure that
the business’s excellent automotive standards are upheld,
while helping to enhance the business’s overall offering.”

4 D AY S / 3 0 0 M I L E S
1 A N T I - O R D I N A RY Y O R K S H I R E R O A D T R I P

20

21

BEHIND
THE
SCENES
at Twisted HQ.
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Offline:
Twisted Automotive
Sussex Court
Thirsk Ind. Park
York Road
Thirsk
YO7 3TA
+44 (0)1845 574 990

Online:
Facebook:
facebook.com/TwistedAntiOrdinary

With thanks to:
James Hudson
George F. Williams

Twitter:
twitter.com/twisted_auto
Instagram:
instagram.com/twisted_automotive
YouTube:
youtube.com/user/TwistedUKTV
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