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WE ALL DESIRE PERFECTION. THE REALITY
IS, IT DOESN’T EXIST. NEVER HAS.
WE HAVE OPTED FOR BRILLIANT INSTEAD.

L

ife for many of us has taken
an unexpected direction this
year and who, in January,
would have thought we would
end the year where we have.

The positive is that the pace of life
has slowed down a little and allowed
me to reflect on where Twisted really
is and what I would like it to be.
I feel we have slightly fallen off the path of
making Defender the best it can be and
I’ve realised that bigger isn’t always better,
in simple terms. I just want to build
brilliant vehicles for brilliant people who
will join us on our brilliant journey. Don't
get me wrong, our development and
engineering continues and the Classic
Defender remains our absolute focus.
People who will use them for doing cool
things, people who appreciate their beauty
and, most of all, people who understand
and embrace their ‘Defenderisms’ (by
the very fact you are reading this
newspaper, this is probably you).

What we can’t do is build perfect for
everyone. If we tried, we would fail, as
perfect doesn’t exist. So, being from
Yorkshire and calling a spade a spade, I
have realised we need to start saying
no, occasionally. Don’t be offended. It
is the only way we can remain true to
our roots and make sure the Twisted
experience remains a special one.
Despite everything this year has thrown
at us, we have invested heavily in new
showrooms at Thirsk, Silverstone and
Austin, Texas. More are planned.
Our showrooms aren’t typical car
showrooms. Call in, grab a coffee, share
stories, get up close with our vehicles
and anything else interesting we feel
like showing off – maybe a boat, maybe
a rally car, maybe a piece of furniture.
Nobody is ever going to feel they
have to buy, but anyone can visit.
With a choice of locations to see and buy
one of our unique vehicles, from early
2021 our factory will operate behind

closed gates. I liken it to Willy Wonka’s
Chocolate Factory. It’s not a place that
many people will get to see but those that
do will get a truly magical experience.
In 2021 we want to start building fewer
vehicles so that the customer journey
can be given the same attention as the
vehicles themselves. We have managed to
assemble the finest team on the factory
floor, with more Defender brilliance
in this building than ever before.
This Issue looks closely at each of the
three collections to which every unique
vehicle will belong and we have some
really exciting builds planned. If you want
one, you may have to go on a waiting list.
On a personal level, I have a much clearer
focus on what Twisted should be and
am really looking forward to the next
chapter. I hope that you will be involved.
I’m by no means Willy Wonka, but I
certainly believe there is serious magic
going on behind our factory gates.

Charles Fawcett
TWISTED FOUNDER
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W E R E C E N T L Y
T H E B L U E P R I
W I L L M A P O
F U T U R E O F T

L A I D O U T
N T T H A T
U T T H E
W I S T E D .

==================

All vehicles created at the Twisted factory will
proudly fall into the following three collections:

O U R F I R S T- B O R N . T H E O R I G I N A L T W I S T E D B U I L D .

/

E X A M I N E D. R E V I E W E D. C H A L L E N G E D. E N H A N C E D. D E F I N E D.

P A Y I N G R E S P E C T T O T H E M O S T I C O N I C M O D E L S F R O M H I S T O R Y.
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BORN IS WHERE THE TWISTED STORY BEGAN.
THE ORIGINAL UPDATED, YET FOREVER TRUE
TO ITS ROOTS. TODAY, BORN CONTINUES
THAT SPIRIT, GIVING LAND ROVER OWNERS
THE CHANCE TO EXPERIENCE OUR PASSION
FOR AN INDISPUTABLE LEGEND.
THE TWISTED BORN:
The original TD5 Storm Power Plant. Arguably the
most drivable of the run. Staying true to each build,
we will retain as much of the original vehicle as possible.

/
B O R N O U T O F T R U E PA S S I O N F O R A N

“The Land Rover Defender
re-engineered, crafted, perfected.”
®

Twisted Born sees two of our level 4 trained Land
Rover technicians strip each individual build back, to
then make subtle but vital improvements to the engine,
drive-line, suspension and braking. Once complete each
individual model will provide a driving experience the
TD5 truly deserves.
There will still be 'Defenderisms' but our limited run
will be the epitome of attitude, power and the thrill of
driving a pure Twisted.
A maximum of six units will be produced per year.
It isn't a restoration, but a re-engineered Twisted Classic.

I N D I S P U TA B L E I C O N . D R I V E N B Y A M B I T I O N ,
B U I L T B Y K N O W - H O W. T H I S I S O U R B E G I N N I N G .
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Adventurous. Functional. Iconic. The short wheelbase
Twisted, made to go wherever you want it to. Choose hard
or soft top, pick-up or station wagon. It’s built for you.

Rugged. Practical. Classic. Station wagon or utility,
5-seats or 7-seats, whichever way it makes a supreme
family vehicle. Re-engineer it to meet your demands
and it’ll do whatever you need it to, and then some.

/

The legend. The icon. The workhorse. The Twisted 130
is the ultimate utilitarian vehicle. With a load space to
carry anything you need, it’s ready to handle whatever
you can throw at it.

E X A M I N E D. R E V I E W E D. C H A L L E N G E D. E N H A N C E D. D E F I N E D.
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INTELLIGENTLY
BUILT FOR YOU:
You make us what we are. Your lifestyle. Your journeys.
Your desires. Once we know your needs, get the Twisted
Defender, Defined to meet them. Designed to thrill, up
hill or down dale, from the first bolt to the last. With you
forever at its heart.

IMAGINATION,
REALISED:
Ideas are only crazy until they exist. Our dream
is bringing yours to life. From the engine to
the interior, We push limits and break boundaries.
Your vision is ours. The best it can be.

YOUR ADVENTURE
BEGINS:
Bring your own or let us source it for you. It’ll be
stripped to its bones, then rebuilt piece by piece.
Ready for whatever adventure awaits.

SOME SAY NOTHING HAPPENS
FAST IN YORKSHIRE. WE SAY
SOME THINGS CAN’T BE RUSHED.
Defined has been twenty years in the making. Driven by
a passion that started even before Twisted did. Then, in
2001, we began our steadfast dedication to perfecting the
iconic Defender. Taking as long as it takes to envision and
enhance, to revise and refine, to create the exceptional.
The journey continues. Delving into every detail.
Questioning, improving, reviewing, challenging,
refining. Always honouring the original, here the
Twisted Defender is Defined.
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SO WHAT IS A
TWISTED DEFINED?

/

Carefully selected core elements are
essential to creating a genuine Twisted.
To cement our handcrafted work, each build comes
complete with the revered Twisted build plaque.
There will be a maximum of 24 Defined builds created
each year. Be it your vehicle or one of our sourced donor
vehicles. Your Defender, Defined. Talk to the team today
about how we can build you a genuine Twisted.
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THE LEGENDARY OFF-ROADER WAS
BORN IN 1948. PRODUCTION CEASED IN
2016. THE TWISTED COLLECTION IS A
FAREWELL HOMAGE TO THE GREATEST,
MOST ICONIC MODELS IN HISTORY.
“…these are our love
letters to the Defender.”

On the 29th of January 2016, following sixty-eight
continuous years of production, this legendary vehicle said
farewell. With some of the final models ever made, we’re
paying homage to the most iconic Land Rovers from
history. Limited Edition vehicles, these are our love letters
to the Defender. Celebrated, re-engineered, they will
honour what’s gone before as well as what’s yet to come.

/
E V E RYO N E H A S T H E I R OW N H I S TO RY W I T H T H E D E F E N D E R . Y E T N O N E
I S A S R I C H A S T H A T O F T H E V E H I C L E I T S E L F. T H E T W I S T E D L E G A C Y I S
OUR TRIBUTE. WE’VE SELECTED FOUR ICONIC VEHICLES FROM
S I X T Y- E I G H T I L L U S T R I O U S Y E A R S T O I N S P I R E Y O U R T W I S T E D L E G A C Y.
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NEW BEGINNINGS:
Forty-five 2016 Defender. Taken as the end of an era
approached, these were among the last to make their
way off the Solihull production line. Each was selected
to be part of Twisted Legacy, unique vehicles inspired
by times gone by. Each will be stripped and rebuilt with
the expertise of twenty years’ Twisted experience: the
handling, the steering, the performance refined.
Each will house the power of the 2019 GM 6.2L LT1
V8: motorsport technology with six million hours of
research and development. Only you can decide how
its future pays homage to its past.

OWN A PIECE
OF HISTORY:

Arguably the most iconic model to leave the factory, the
original IIA was around at the peak of production in the
1960’s.World domination was underway, as this hardy
vehicle criss-crossed the landscapes of Africa, Australia and
the Middle East. Design updates on the IIA included wing
mounted headlamps and shallower sills, supporting its
versatility, toughness and tenacity. Now we pay tribute to
this true classic.

The Half-Ton Lightweight, as it was originally known, was
first built for the British Army. 37,897 units, produced
between 1968 and 1984, saw active service around the
globe. It got its name from having a removable canvas tilt,
doors, panels and windscreen making it light enough to be
carried by helicopters of its time. Heroic, historic, iconic,
this series simply had to be honored in our collection.

Debuting in 1971, the third generation Series saw 14 years
of production. Many years later, this model is the one
you’re most likely to still see on the road today. Subtle
design changes were complemented by an interior overhaul,
with comfort added to the Series III checklist. Paying
homage to the designers of yesteryear, we’re taking those
50-year-old changes onboard in our final year vehicles.

The Legacy Collection constitutes a maximum of
12 builds per year, each displaying a subtle nod to
its predecessor. They will be created by our most
senior technicians, built to our specification and will
only be made available for sale upon completion.
Taken from our stock of delivery mileage Defender 90
and 110, each presents the chance to own a piece of
British history. Talk to our team to learn more about
the Legacy collection.
As utilitarian as they come, the 1979 Stage One V8 takes its
name from being produced when the first stage of UK
Government investment was made. Industrious, efficient
and resilient, this is the vehicle chosen by mountain rescue
and emergency services all across the globe. Resurrected
and re-engineered, this iconic piece of history is ready for a
whole new generation.
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DUBAI
DESERT
DREAMS
/

MEET FAISAL HUSAIN, A TWISTED ADVOCATE
BASED IN THE HEART OF THE DESERT.
As travel restraints continue, Issue XII sees
Team Twisted take a virtual trip to warmer
climes to pay a visit to a customer who
can’t get enough of his desert inspired 110.

After sourcing Faisal a left-hand-drive donor vehicle, it spent over three months in the Twisted factory,
as we created his dream adventure build. Faisal is normally found somewhere deep in the Arabian
desert, but we managed to catch up with him to learn more about him and his Twisted 110.

HOW DID YOU FIRST HEAR
ABOUT TWISTED?
I was searching for companies that took
the Land Rover Defender to a new level
both mechanically and aesthetically. The
moment I came across Twisted I knew I
had found what I was looking for.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A FAN OF
THE LAND ROVER DEFENDER AND
WHAT DO YOU LIKE MOST ABOUT IT?
I love the history and the heritage. It has
been in the deepest parts of Africa and
the most remote corners of South Asia
– there’s just so much history. I also love
the timeless design it has with that
beautiful silhouette. Not to mention the
simplicity and practicality of the vehicle.

WHAT CHANGES WERE YOU MOST KEEN
TO MAKE TO THE ORIGINAL DEFENDER, AS
PART OF THE TWISTED BUILD PROCESS?
I was looking for more power but didn’t
want to switch engines. I wanted the
originality of the factory engine but
tuned for more output. I also wanted a
more usable, modern suspension system.
And then of course I wanted the interior
to be as luxurious as anything out there.

DID YOU VISIT THE WORKSHOP WHILE
THE BUILD PROCESS WAS ON-GOING AND
DID YOU MAKE ANY LIVE CHANGES?
Yes I did and I was given the factory
tour. I could have easily spent the whole
week there!

WERE THERE ANY PARTS OF YOUR OWN
PERSONALITY THAT YOU WANTED TO
CAPTURE AS PART OF THE BUILD?
I had so many things on the list to
express my personality, but I had to trim
them down for the sake of having the
vehicle delivered on time!

“It is absolutely my everyday
vehicle! Every time I get into
it, I get a big smile on my face!”
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WHAT IS IT THAT MAKES YOUR VEHICLE
STAND OUT FROM THE REST?
It’s the expedition look. From the roof
rack with solar panels, to the awning and
en-suite, to the custom pull out table in
the rear, 360 degree lighting and
gullwing storage boxes within the rear
panels. Then there is the on-board air
compressor and built-in water tank!

WHAT SORT OF DRIVING TASKS DO YOU
USE YOUR TWISTED FOR? EVERY DAY
OR JUST A WEEKEND CAR?
It is absolutely my everyday vehicle!
Every time I get into it, I get a big smile
on my face!

IF NOT THE DEFENDER, WHAT’S
THE NEXT CHOICE OF VEHICLE
ON YOUR DRIVE?
I own a vintage Mercedes G-Wagon,
a vintage Mercedes Unimog 416 and
a Toyota Land Cruiser 79. I’m also
awaiting delivery of my Toyota Land
Cruiser FJ40.

ON A SPARE WEEKEND YOU MAY HAVE,
WHERE DO YOU TAKE YOUR TWISTED?
You can find me bouncing around the
desert dunes of the UAE, most likely
a place called ‘Fossil Rock’.

WHAT’S YOUR ULTIMATE TWISTED
ROAD TRIP?
Gosh, there are so many. I’d love to take
it into the remote Himalayan region of
India right to the border where India
meets China and Pakistan – the so-called
roof of the world.

DUBAI
DESERT
DREAMS
/
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AN INSIGHT INTO
THE WORKSHOP...
OUR SEARCH FOR THE BEST TALENT GOES COUNTRYWIDE.

This summer saw the addition of five technicians to the Twisted workshop
as we continue to deal with incoming demand from across the world.
Early success of our Silverstone showroom, our expansion into North
America and the Middle East called for talented reinforcements to join
the team, and this is certainly what's happened.
Our Yorkshire HQ has expanded, now housing nine vehicle ramps. Each one is designated
to a different technician who each bring their own wealth of experience to the group.

Eliott
Holmes
Vehicle Technician

/
Our newly appointed technician,
Eliott Holmes highlights our recent
countrywide talent search.

What is different to the Twisted
workshop compared to the
Bentley workshop?

Spending six years at Bentley Motors
in Crewe, September saw Eliott make
the move back home to North Yorkshire
to join the Twisted family.

Coming from a production facility,
Twisted is a huge change for me. Bentley
employed over 4,500 people, with
around 1,000 in production. This meant
there was a person for each task and
100's of people in each department. Here
at Twisted, the techs do every single part
of the build and are required to have full
knowledge of the vehicles and skills it
takes to build the product. This makes a
day at work much more varied and there is
always something new to learn or master.

We caught up with Eliott to learn more
about his exciting new journey with Twisted.

How've the first few months at
Twisted been?
The start of my journey at Twisted has
been a little crazy. After handing in
my resignation at Bentley, which was
incredibly hard to do, I moved out of my
apartment in Cheshire and back home
to Yorkshire to start my new role.
It's a decision I don't regret, as each
day at Twisted I’ve either had a new
challenge or I’ve learnt something new
about the product or the business. I
really enjoy being part of such a small,
yet powerful team and can't wait to see
what the future holds.

Why Twisted for you?
I love the attention to detail and the hours
that are spent creating such unique builds.
I like how the role as a technician allows
you to build the entire vehicle from start
to finish. I also think it's impressive how
the business is ever expanding and
exploring new ventures. There are exciting
times ahead and it's a journey I am proud
to be a part of.

Are there any insights within
the workshop you can tell us
which you didn't expect?
I like how involved everyone is at Twisted
as a business and how ideas and updates
are shared or discussed with everyone.

What advice would you give a
young technician starting out?
Starting out, I’d say be willing to learn
anything and everything as you never
know when that experience will be
beneficial to you. Don't say no to a job
unless you are being asked to get a long
stand or a new bubble for the spirit
level...

How has your past experience
benefited your time at Twisted
so far?
Working at Bentley for six years, I have
been taught a high standard of quality
and attention to detail. These are the
same qualities required at Twisted
which has helped me settle in. Bentley
also enabled me to understand the
importance of the customers’ needs
and what they expect from their vehicle.
At Twisted this is imperative as my
name is on the unique plaque!

As a tech I also like how when I have an
idea that I think would improve the build
I’m working on, this is put forward to the
customer, to get their feedback on my
suggestion. It's great being able to put
my own touch on a build.

Twelve months from now, what
would you like to have achieved
at Twisted?
I would like to have created a number of
unique builds that the customers want to
keep for life. The kind of vehicles I want
to keep for myself and don't particularly
want to hand over!
I would also like to have my say in the
development and expansion of Twisted.
Whether that be in the workshop or
the business as a whole, implementing
certain elements I have learned and
brought with me from Bentley.
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FEATURED BUILD
DESIGNED AND CREATED FOR THE AFRICAN PLAINS,
THE LATEST CUSTOM BUILD TO LEAVE THE TWISTED
WORKSHOP IS THIS QUITE SPECTACULAR 130 PICK-UP.

Model:

Twisted T130 Hi-Cap Pick-Up

Colour:
Corris Grey

Technician:
Owen Mortimer

Engine:
2.2L Diesel

Taking over eight months to complete, there are a whole host of one-off production techniques
added to this build. So to learn more about the level of detail that went into it, we spoke to
the guys responsible for the creation.

DESTINATION:
Namibia, Africa

SPECIAL
FEATURES:
•

16" Wheels With 35" Tyres

•

External Roll Cage

wen Mortimer, Senior Technician
who took charge of the
mechanical side of the build said:
“This vehicle had a number of interesting
requests by the customer that we’d never
done before, including electric side-steps
and a ladder that slides into a storage box
within the rear load space. Developing new
features like these can be challenging but
are great to take on and we can certainly
be proud of the end result!”

•

Electric Side Steps

•

Heavy Duty ARB Front Bumper

•

 " Suspension Lift With Castor
2
Corrected Radius Arms

•

Differential & Transmission Guards

•

LED Rear Load Space Work Lights

•

Rear Lockable Storage Boxes

•

Dual Battery Split Charge System

•

Extended Wheel Arches

•

Cabin Air Filter Snorkel

Twisted Coach-works, who took charge of
the bodywork side of the build said: “This
was the largest vehicle we have had at
Coach-works so it was a very challenging
build. The extended arches took some
thinking, as they aren’t available for the
130. We had to adapt a pair designed for a
110. It took heavy modification and
re-moulding to ensure they fit correctly
and we're chuffed with the outcome.

•

I nternal CB Air Radio
Intercom System

•

40" Lazer Light Bar

•

Auxiliary Water Tank

•

XD9000-S Warn Winch

O

After the arches our next task was the
slide-out and fold-down ladder, another
unique feature of this vehicle. The design
team did a fantastic job of drawing up
plans for this, which made fabricating it so
much easier.
All things taken into account, this 130 is
one of the best we've seen at Twisted!”

/
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TEAM TWISTED
MYLES
DUTTON

“I have always been a collector of all things old and
rusty including coins, pocket watches, retro radios and
other vintage items. It is great to get hands-on with
these things, so on my weekends I love to restore them
as a project and enjoy seeing the finished product.”

Sales Executive

C O M I N G S O O N
E A R L Y 2 0 2 1

When & Why Did You Join Twisted?
I joined Twisted in February 2020 as an
Apprentice Sales Executive just after
finishing my A-levels. I always knew that
I wanted to do an apprenticeship and as
someone who is extremely interested in
the automotive industry, Twisted stood
out, having such an esteemed reputation.
An apprenticeship here was an offer I
knew I would be lucky to receive and a
fool to refuse.

What Are the Major Changes
You Have Seen at Twisted?
Even though I’ve only been here a short
time, the progression we have made is
amazing. From the release of our EV
range, the development of the LT1 V8
installation and the upcoming opening of
our new showroom, all in less than a year!

Your Twisted Highlight Is…

/

Joining in February, the national
lockdowns and restrictions have made
for a busy few months! Unfortunately a
number of shows were cancelled, which
we were all really looking forward to.
Despite this, my highlight has been
helping customers add Twisted parts to
their own vehicles through our online
parts store.

Driving a Twisted Across the
World, Which Colleague do you
take and why?

What is Your Dream Car and Why?

Your Ideal Plan for A Sunday...

As the most indecisive person ever, there
are so many choices. I would love to own
a Mercedes-AMG GT Coupe!

A morning bike ride up to Masham with a
brew stop along the way, followed by a trip
to my local pub for a full Sunday roast and
a few pints of Moretti.

The Best Thing About Living
In Yorkshire is…
The people. Many customers that
come to Twisted from other parts of
the country often say how friendly
everyone is up north. That and the
Yorkshire tea, obviously.

When You Retire You Want to….
I’d hope that when it comes to retirement,
I will be able to travel to places that over
the years I may not have been able to
experience. I’d also retire to a cottage in
the Lake District and I’d love to drive
around the hills in a classic car!

It would have to be James our Marketing
Manager (and not just because he let me
feature in the paper). James is always
cracking a joke and we would definitely
need a Twisted with a fridge and kettle
installed as neither of us can cope
without a good cup of coffee!

Your Favourite Twisted Build is...
My favourite build, although it wasn't
built while I have been here is the Corris
Grey Custom Build V8 (pictured). The
high spec leather interior and all of the
exterior additional extras just add to the
fact it has a V8 engine hiding. By far one
of my favourite builds we have created!

Tell Us About an Interest of Yours

A UNIQUE LIFESTYLE EXPERIENCE

I have always been a collector of all
things old and rusty including coins,
pocket watches, retro radios and other
vintage items. It is great to get hands-on
with these things, so on my weekends I
love to restore them as a project and
enjoy seeing the finished product.
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GET IN TOUCH:
TW IST ED FA C T ORY (H Q):
N OR T H Y O R KSH I R E , UK

TWISTED NOR TH A M E RICA :
TEXAS, USA

Sussex Court, Thirsk,
North Yorkshire, YO7 3TA

3306 Esperanza Crossing, Austin,
Texas, 78758, United States

+44 (0)1845 574 990

Toll Free: 1-800-832-8841

info@twistedautomotive.com

northamerica@twistedautomotive.com

FACE B O O K ( G L O B A L ) :
facebook.com/TwistedAutomotiveLtd

FAC EB OOK (NOR TH AM E R ICA):
facebook.com/TwistedNorthAmerica

I NS TA G R A M ( G L O B A L ) :
instagram.com/twisted_automotive

I NSTAGRAM (NOR T H AM E R ICA):
instagram.com/twisted_northamerica

T W IT T E R ( GL O B A L ) :
twitter.com/twisted_auto
Y O U T U B E ( GL O B A L ) :
Twisted Automotive

TH E O LD C IN EMA :
N O R T H Y O R KSH I R E , UK

SILV ER STONE S H OW R OOM :
NOR THAMPTO N S HI R E, UK

Long Street, Thirsk,
North Yorkshire, YO7 1AW

7 Foundry Place, Old Tiffield Road,
Towcester, NN12 6FP

+44 (0)1845 574 990

+44 (0)1845 574 990

info@twistedautomotive.com

info@twistedautomotive.com

THANKS TO:
The Automotive Collection
Faisal Hussain: @faisal_offgrid
GF Williams

Designed by:

